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Top 5 Renovation Tips to Create 
More Space in Your Home

    As real estate prices continue to climb, 
the cost to trade up to a larger home is on 
the upswing across the country, especially 
as markets remain hampered by tight 
inventory levels. As a result, more and 
more Americans are choosing to renovate 
their current homes instead of relocating. 
In fact, some forecasts predict that 2015 
renovation spending could exceed the 
record of $324 billion set during the peak 
of last decade’s housing boom. While the 
hunt for more square footage can be 
challenging, homeowners shouldn’t feel 
like a costly second story or complete 
addition are the only options.

Here are five great ways to create or 
optimize space in your existing 
home.

1. Finish an unfinished basement. A 
basement renovation can hold 
limitless potential and increase the 
resale value or income potential of 
your home. Think about the 
possibilities: a home theater, office, 
spare bedroom, basement apartment 
or recreation room. The key to doing it successfully is to focus on 
what’s behind the walls, especially since moisture is a common 
issue in basements. Choosing the right insulation is critical. Look 
for products that are vapor permeable, dimensionally stable and 
mold and moisture resistant. Many contractors use Roxul 
Comfortboard IS semi-rigid sheathing board paired with 
Comfortbatt batt insulation to combat thermal bridging and 
protect against mold and mildew growth. An added benefit of this 
type of mineral wool insulation is that it’s also fire-resistant to 
2,150 F. For interior walls and ceilings, Safe ‘n’ Sound insulation 

is ideal because of its ability to absorb noise and indoor traffic sounds, 
ensuring your newfound space is a peaceful one.

2. Create a more open-concept feel with light and color. If your home 
wasn’t blessed with towering windows, installing French doors and 
pot lights can encourage light to travel more freely, creating the 
illusion of space. Likewise, choosing a paint color for walls, trim and 
moldings that is lighter and cooler in tone (think soft grays or blues) 
will help to reflect light and give the room a more open feel.

3. Remove non-load-bearing walls. Homeowners have the opportunity 
to rethink the layout of their home by removing non-load-bearing 
walls. Removing structurally unnecessary walls can make your whole 
home feel larger, improve flow, lighting and the function of your 
home.

4. Convert your garage into usable living or work space. For many 
homeowners, the garage becomes an overflow room for storage –– and 
is often a walk-in headache. Convert your garage (or a portion of it) 
into another living space, guest bedroom or home office. Install carpet 
and quality thermal insulation to block outdoor noise and keep in 
warmth.

5. Choose furniture and accessories carefully. Adopt a minimalist’s 
eye. Begin looking around your home for furniture or accessories that 
overwhelm the space. Interior designers recommend choosing low-
profile or small-scale furniture for rooms with less square footage. 
Dual-purpose items, such as ottomans with storage chests inside, are a 
budget-friendly way to save on space while staying organized.

A Turnpike and Oneonta-Cooperstown Pennysavers, Gazette Publication
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Homeowners planning a kitchen remodel are no doubt considering whether to 
include a kitchen island in the new design. When the space allows, an island can 
be a fine way to enhance the look of a kitchen and impart an upscale appeal.
Interest in kitchen islands has grown steadily for the past several decades. 
Introduced in the 1970s, islands became a popular place for guests to congregate 
and provided extra counter space for meal preparation and entertaining. The 
suburban migration led to bigger homes with larger kitchens. Through the 1980s 
and 1990s, homes grew even larger, and islands became a popular feature of 
kitchens across the country.
The increase in food-based programming on television has also contributed to 
the popularity of kitchen islands. As more people dabble with preparing their 
own gourmet meals, kitchen islands have become more convenient. 
Although there are many benefits to an island in the kitchen, there are also some 
disadvantages to kitchen islands. Weighing all the options can help homeowners 
design a kitchen layout that is functional, affordable and practical for the space 
they have.

Pros
Arguably the most significant advantage to having a kitchen island is the added 
space it provides. Many times islands are built with cabinetry that matches the 
rest of the kitchen design, and those cabinets provide storage space for pots, 
pans and other kitchen tools. Islands may double the storage space available in 
the kitchen.
Kitchen islands are also advantageous when preparing meals. Kitchen counter 
space can be easily gobbled up by toaster ovens, rotisserie cookers, microwaves, 
coffee makers, and various other countertop appliances. These appliances can 
take up valuable real estate that’s sorely missed when preparing meals. An island 
can be used solely for cooking and preparation, and some homeowners have 
incorporated cutting boards and a prep sink into the design of the island.
Islands also can be customized according to a homeowner’s needs. Instead of 
simply having cabinetry beneath the counter, some opt to have a wine cooler or 
even a bookshelf for keeping cookbooks within reach. An additional small 

Pros And Cons To 
Including An Island In 
A Kitchen Redesign

Homeowners should question whether a kitchen island 
is a practicality for their renovation projects.

dishwasher or beverage refrigerator may be tucked into the design of the island. 
For others, the island may be a makeshift kitchen office space.

Cons
Expense is a leading negative factor with regard to a kitchen island. The 
additional material necessary and the labor involved in installation may bust 
some homeowners’ budgets. Stationary islands can cost several thousand dollars 
to install, and this is money a homeowner may be better off investing elsewhere.
In smaller kitchens, an island may be impractical because of the space limitation. 
Islands are typically at the heart of the kitchen and may interfere with walking 
space or cause clearance issues when the refrigerator door or cabinet doors are 
open. For homeowners who find space is at a premium in the kitchen, an island 
may not be the best idea. However, a rolling island that can be moved into 
position when needed, then stored in a convenient, out-of-the-way location might 
be a viable option.
Depending on the complexity of a kitchen island, its installation may extend the 
amount of time required to complete the kitchen renovation. This can prolong the 
length of time needed to complete the work. Running a gas or electric line and 
plumbing to the island may require a major overhaul and demolition.
Kitchen islands are popular components of home designs. Before homeowners 
engage in any kitchen renovation that may include the incorporation of an island, 
they should know the advantages and disadvantages.
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Twin Valley, L.L.C.
Wholesale & Retail Lumber

- ENHANCING YOUR HOME 
WITH THE BEAUTY OF WOOD -

All major northeast species of 
Hardwoods & Softwoods

• Dimensional lumber - S2S & S4S
• Hardwood Flooring • Moldings
• V-grooved Paneling
Contractors, Woodshops & Hobbyists 

are always welcome!

NYS Rte. 8, Bainbridge, NY 13733
Ph: 607•563•4300
Fx: 607•563•3030

M-F: 7:00-4:00, Sat: 8:00-1:00
Located at 89 Main Street, Sidney NY 13838
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 am - 7 pm; Sat. 9 am - 3 pm; Closed Sunday

• Huge Selection of 
Quality Flooring

Wall  to  Wall
WE’VE

GOT  YOU
COVERED!

• Financing Available

FREE

In-Home Measuring!

Residential 
and commercial 

carpet, luxury 
vinyl, ceramic tile, 

& remnants.

Carpet and Vinyl 
Remnants 

available at 
Discounted Prices

25%
OFF

with purchase of 10 or more cabinets

VEP / WALDRON’S
Showplace 
Cabinetry

KITCHEN CABINETS:

WASHER
#TR3003WN

$919
ELECTRIC 

DRYER
#DR3000WE

$889
3 year

warranty

See our large selection of 
chest and upright freezers

(HIT) - There are many places 
through most houses where doors 
that slide rather than swing can 
provide space saving advantages. But 
genuine pocket doors that slide 
inside of walls can’t always be 
installed, due to obstacles such as 
room configuration or costs.

However, you still gain the 
advantages that pocket doors offer by 
using a unique hardware system 
from Johnson Hardware to install a 
wall mount door. Unlike a normal 
pocket door, a wall mount door is 
surface mounted outside the wall. 
Because it slides on a track, a wall 
mount door is ideal for locations 
where space required for a swinging 
door would be wasted.

It only takes a moment to think of 
how many of these locations there 
are in typical households. The 
obvious ones include baths, kitchens, 
halls, closets, storage or utility 
rooms, garage entryways, playrooms 
and home offices. With imagination, 
you will come up with many more. 
The ease of operating wall mount 
doors also makes them suitable for 
homes where there are disabled 
residents.

In places where a swinging door would waste space and a door-in-the-
wall can’t be installed, an easy to use hardware set from Johnson 
Hardware solves your problem by letting you wall mount a door. Johnson 
also offers Privacy Locks that can be installed in minutes—without 
invalidating the door manufacturer’s warranty

The Johnson 2610F Wall Mount 
Door Hardware makes installation an 
easy job. No close fitting is required, 
and the hardware can be readily 
adapted for particular installations. 
Virtually any door may be mounted 
because the hardware can support 
even solid core doors of up to 125 
pounds.

Several quality features ensure that 
wall mount doors installed with the 
Johnson Hardware set will operate 
smoothly. The aluminum track has a 
concave, one point hanger channel 
for an unobstructed glide. Double 
wheel ball bearing hangers with 
swivel design hold nylon wheels 
evenly on track, are jump proof and 
never need lubricating. Track lengths 
are available up to 192 inches.

For help in understanding all the 
ways that wall mount doors can be 
put to work saving valuable floor 
area and adding decorative beauty to 
your home, write to L. E. Johnson 
Products, Inc., 2100 Sterling Avenue, 
Elkhart, IN  46516 or visit our web 
site at http://
www.johnsonhardware.com.
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We’ll 
Haul 

It315*858*9024
607*434*3556

315*858*9024 • 607*434*3556

• Ponds 
Dug

• Excavating 
& Bulldozing 

• Driveways & Foundations

• Gravel/Stone Hauled 

• Septics Dug, Pumped & Repaired

10, 12, 15 & 20 YARD
DUMPSTERS 
AVAILABLE

Give us 
a call
and get
your 
dumpster
today!

You 
Fill 
It

     Appliances By:
• GE • LG
• Hotpoint
• Frigidaire
• Maytag
• Amana
• Whirlpool
• Kitchen Aid
• Speed Queen
• Electrolux

Our Prices Compete with
Any Box Store

Manufacturers’ Rebates on Many Models
Service After The Sale

FINANCING AVAILABLE

“The House That Good Service Built”

Top Of The Line Appliances To Match 
Your Home Improvement Project

Concrete is a popular structural material among homeowners. One of the 
more affordable options for patios and other structures, concrete also can 
be durable and attractive. However, because no material is impervious to 
damage, concrete will need to be maintained, and certain problems can 
arise when concrete is not properly installed.
Though an excellent material, concrete is not perfect. Even under ideal 
conditions, concrete can crack and breakage can occur. Here are some of 
the common complaints regarding concrete.
• Scaling and spalling: Scaling and spalling is the crumbling effect of 
concrete. Very often this occurs from changes in climate, particularly 
freezing and thawing that causes structures to expand and contract. In 
areas where freezing and thawing conditions exist, masons should not 
overwork the concrete in an effort to keep an abundance of air in the 
mixture. Entrapped air will help buffer the freeze/thaw conditions. Use of 
chemical fertilizers in and around concrete can also lead to scaling. 
Chemicals can break down the surface of the concrete. This is a particular 
problem when using rock salt and de-icing products during the winter. 
Over time, something as simple as table salt can etch concrete or cause 
spalling. The National Research Council’s Strategic Highway Research 
Program has found that magnesium chloride salt blends produce the least 
amount of damage on concrete surfaces.
• Discoloration: Concrete should have a uniform color if the same mix is 
used. But discoloration can occur if water is added at the job site, the 
concrete is of varying thickness or if the material does not cure uniformly. 
Color issues can also occur if hard troweling is used on the exterior 
concrete.
• Crazing: This is a phenomenon when the concrete shows several 
interconnected fine cracks. Cracks will appear when the concrete is 

Common Concrete 
Problems Avoided With 
Proper Installation
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We Now Offer
RENT-TO-OWN OPTIONS
Stop in and talk to
us about financing
your new custom
built shed!

GREAT BUYS ON

QUALITY SHEDS

Yoder’s Quality Sheds LLC
278 Atswell Rd., Richfield Springs

315-858-0841
Mon.-Fri. 8 am - 5 pm  •  Sat. 8 am - 3 pm  •  CLOSED SUNDAY

Bird Feeders
Oak Rockers &
  Gliders
Adirondack Chairs
Patio Sets
Wind Chimes
Wagons &
  Scooters
And Much More!

HUGEHUGE
INVENTORYINVENTORY

DIRECTLY AT EXIT 3 OFF INTERSTATE 88
2 NY STATE ROUTE 369 
BINGHAMTON, NY 13904

www.ashleytrailers.com
(607) 722-1622

100OVER 100 TRAILERS 
IN STOCK

Enclosed Cargo • Utility • Dumps
Landscape • Equipment

AUTHORIZED
Haulmark • Sure-Trac • PJ Trailers

NORWICH OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
5876 County Rd. 32- East River Road, Norwich

334-4378
www.norwichope.com

8:00–5:30 Monday-Friday and 8:00-12:00 on Saturday

Buy now before April 30, 
2021 and receive

0% Interest
for 36 months*

On purchases of $2,000 or more made with your Briggs & Stratton credit card between 02/01/2021 - 04/30/2021. A $150 
promo fee will be charged. Equal monthly payments required for 36 months.
Qualifying purchase amount must be on one receipt. A promo fee will be charged and included in the promo purchase 
balance equal to $150. No monthly interest will be charged on promo purchase balance including related promo fee, and 
equal monthly payments are required on promo purchase until it is paid in full. The payments equal the initial total promo 
purchase amount divided by the number of months in the promo period, rounded up to the next whole dollar. These payments 
may be higher than the payments that would be required if this purchase was a non-promo purchase. Regular account terms 
apply to non-promo purchases. New Account APR is 26.99%, Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders: See your 
credit card agreement terms. Subject to credit approval.

IS ® 400S SERIES 
ZERO TURN MOWER

BEST IN CLASS SPEED, 
TOUGHNESS AND 

LIMITED WARRANTY
The Ferris® 400S zero turn mower 

is the best of both worlds. 
On a compact, entry-level body, 

the 400S is able to navigate tight areas without sacrificing 
commercial grade attributes, providing 44’’ or 48’’ deck width options. 

A large fuel capacity, hefty drive tires for added traction, and a dual 
drive system set the 400S far above the competition

PRE-SEASON ZERO TURN

FINANCING 
SPECIAL

damp. Usually this occurs when cement paste comes up to the surface 
and then shrinks. To avoid this, masons should be careful not to finish 
concrete until all water has evaporated and not sprinkle water onto the 
concrete while finishing it. Using a broom finish also can help.
• Cracking: It can be disheartening to have a pristine concrete surface 
only to see cracks begin to form. Sometimes even with the best 
application, concrete can crack from subgrade settlement or shrinkage 
during drying and curing times. Utilizing flexible concrete joints to help 
with the expansion and contraction of the concrete can help. Also, 
including a low-shrinkage aggregate in the mix may alleviate major 
cracks.
• Staining: Staining does not result from concrete installation or finishing. 
Staining occurs after the fact, when liquids or other materials discolor the 
concrete. This can happen when fluids from a car in a driveway stain the 
concrete. Leaves and plant matter left on the surface of the concrete may 
also cause staining. The best way to alleviate stains is to prevent them in 
the first place. Always sweep or blow away debris. Maintain vehicles so 
they don’t leak fluid. Power washers can remove some stains, but it’s still 
best to prevent them in the first place.
Problems can arise when building with concrete, but finding an installer 
who understands the nature of concrete can reduce the risk of those 
problems presenting themselves.
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Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri. 10 am-5 pm; Thurs. 10 am-6 pm; Saturday 9 am-1 pm
116 WARN POND RD., OXFORD - CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 607-843-9834

• VINYL FENCE PANELS  • ALUMINUM FENCE PANELS

• VINYL RAILING SECTIONS  • ALUMINUM RAILING SECTIONS

• COMPOSITE DECKING  • POLY DECKING

• INSTALLED RETRACTABLE AWNINGS  • VINYL PERGOLAS

• CARPORTS  • GARAGES  • UTILITY  • AGRICULTURE
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Warn Pond Rd.,
Rte. 12 South, Oxford
607-843-2000

Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri. 10 am-5 pm; Thurs. 10 am-6 pm; Saturday 9 am-1 pm

www.countrysideoxford.com
Follow us on Facebook for Recipes & Specials

Infratech outdoor infrared heating systems are made 
from recyclable materials and operate with zero 
greenhouse emissions, odors 
or ultraviolet light.

Outdoor Infared Heating

Years
1998

2021

WPPO Pizza Oven

Karma 
Wood/Pellet 
Ovens

See it
in stock 
now
woodpelletpizzaoven.com

RETRACTABLE FABRIC ROOF & LOUVERED PERGOLA® AWNINGS
SUNAIR AWNINGS AND PERGOLAS OFFER ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES AND ARE 

THE ULTIMATE PROTECTION FOR YOUR PATIO OR DECK.

MOTORIZED ADJUSTABLE PERGOLAS RETRACTABLE PATIO AWNINGS ROLL DOWN BUG SCREENS

UP
TO

$250 OFF
SUNAIR® OR 

SUNTUBE® MODEL 
LATERAL ARM 

SUNAIR
With this coupon. Must submit at time of order.  Not valid with 
other offers or previous sales.  Offer available on installed lateral 
arm awnings only purchased at regular price.  Expires 7-30-21.
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“We Gotcha Covered!”

WEBSTER’S 
PAVING

– Blacktop
– Stone & Oil
– Sealing 
– Patching

COMMERCIAL 
& RESIDENTIAL

(607) 432-8550
(607) 334-4849

Plumbing & Heating Specialists
Gilbert Plumbing and Heating 
has been providing quality 
plumbing and heating 
services for over 30 years.

We offer full heating 
equipment service 

including new 
installations, repairs and 

service contracts. 
We provide commercial 
and residential services 
for any heating or 
plumbing system 
installation and repairs.

Contact us for details 
or for an estimate.

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
PO Box 96, Gilbertsville, NY 13776 607-783-2289

www.gilbertph.com

Gilbert Plumbing and 
Heating...Quality without 

Compromise!

BIERITZ INSURANCE
or 

MORRIS INSURANCE
Strong • Local • Independent

Bieritz Agency Inc • BieritzInsurance.com

Did you know that not all 
homeowners insurance 
policies are created equal?
Not all insurance policies will cover you in the event of a 
loss during renovations. 
Call us today and we can
go over your
coverages and
make sure
your
policy is
working
for you.

The dishwasher is an unsung hero of many a kitchen. When a dishwasher is 
working properly, it can make fast clean-up of scores of dishes, silverware 
and glasses.
As handy as dishwashers can be, sometimes they seem to lose their cleaning 
power. While inadequate cleaning may indicate the time has come to replace 
the dishwasher, many times all the appliance needs is a little maintenance 
and TLC.
Begin by investigating the interior of the dishwasher. Check for any visible 
food particles or debris, cleaning out any food traps at the bottom of the 
dishwasher. The mat-like item at the bottom is called the coarse filter and is 
meant to catch big particles that could prevent your tub from draining. Don’t 
forget to clean the rubber seals around the perimeter of the dishwasher where 
the door meets up with the tub of the dishwasher, as this is a prime location 
for debris to gather. 
Running an empty dishwasher with a clarifying rinse can help wash away 
any residue and improve performance. Plus, this maintenance task can 
remove odors and refresh the dishwasher. Put two cups of white vinegar in 
the bottom of the dishwasher so that it will distribute through the appliance 
during the cleaning cycles. White vinegar will naturally break down old 
dishwasher soap and scale buildup inside of the unit. Consider a short rinse 
afterward with some baking soda to remove odors and scour the interior of 
the appliance as well. Baking soda and vinegar are popular cleaning 
substances and are safe to use around food items. 
For more intense cleaning, create a bath of vinegar and water in your sink 
basin. Remove parts from the dishwasher, such as shelving and the utensil 
holder, so that they can soak in the solution. 
Some dishwashers have removable spinning cleaning arms. Take these off, if 
possible, and let them soak to dislodge any residue that has clogged the 
water jets. Use a pipe cleaner or another flexible device to carefully remove 

How To Make 
Your Dishwasher 
Work Better
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www.barneyandsonsdrilling.com

Water Wells Drilled 
Any Size - Any Depth 

4-12 Inch

• SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
COMMERCIAL – RESIDENTIAL – FARMS – GEOTHERMAL

ESTABLISHED 1960

Complete Pump Service
and

Water Treatment Systems
ALL BRANDS2726 State Hwy. 7, Bainbridge, NY

(Located Between Rte. 8, Sidney and Bainbridge, NY)

607-967-4877
www.metalroofingandmetalsiding.com

Don’t Buy a Pole Barn Package
Until You’ve Contacted Us!
We Offer Competitive Pricing 
and Guarantee Satisfaction.

• MATERIAL PACKAGE
• Pre-Engineered Wood Trusses (6/12 Pitch, 4’ O/C)
• 4.125 x 5.187 Structural Glulam 3 Ply Eave Posts (8’ O/C)
• 4.125 x 5.187 Structural Glulam 3 Ply Gable Posts (10’ O/C)
• 2 x 8 Treated Skirt Boards (1 Row)
• 2 x 4 Wall Girts (24” O/C) and Roof Purlins (24” 0/C)
• 2 x 10 Double Top Girt Truss Carrier
• 1/4’’ M W I Dbl. Bubb. Dbl. Foil Temp Shield Insulation on Roof
• Beige Evertast II Traditional Steel Siding
• Ivy Evertast II Traditional Steel Roof
• One Bag of Concrete Mix Per Post Hole

• DOORS & WINDOWS
• Two Clopay 9 x 8 4300 Series Ins. Overhead Door Ins. Stds
• One 3’ 9 Lite Entry Door

• 12” OVERHANG ON ALL SIDES W/ VENTED ALUM. SOFFIT
• FASTENERS

• 1 1/2 Inch Screw for Steel Wall, Roof Panels
• 5 ln. Ledger Lock Screw for Truss Carrier
• 3 1/2 ln. Galv. Pole Bam Nails for Skirt Board
• Galvanized Steel Framing Nails

• DETAILED BUILDING PLANS

POLE BARN PACKAGE

Designed  to meet 

Your Needs

Call 
Today 

for Your 
FREE
Quote!

24’ X 32’ X 10’
POST FRAME 
PACKAGE:

Call for 
current pricing

NORWICH OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
5876 County Rd. 32- East River Road, Norwich

607-334-4378
www.norwichope.com

8:00–5:30 Monday-Friday and 8:00-12:00 on Saturday

any debris from the water holes. You may be amazed at what has built up in 
these small holes. 
You also may need to inspect the drain line, which is often made of plastic 
and connected to the trap under the kitchen sink. On occasion, this tube can 
get blocked and prevent the dishwasher from draining effectively.
In addition to these cleaning techniques, using a rinse agent may help the 
dishwasher work better. According to Jet Dry, the maker of a popular rinse 
agent, rinse agents help your dishwasher rinse away residue that causes spots 
and film on dishes and glasses. They are designed to lower the surface 
tension of the water, causing it to sheet off the dishes during the final rinse. 
This prevents the formation of droplets of water that can remain on the 
surface of the dishes and form spots and film.
Maintaining a dishwasher with regular cleaning can help it perform better 
during each and every load.  EL156198
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“The DISH/WiFi Guys In Sherburne”

MAKE THE SWITCH 
TO DISH &
EMPIRE WIFI!

Give us a Call!
607-674-9529
We make it easy!

Residential     
& Business 

Accounts, Both 
TV & Internet

EmpireWirelessllc.com

CB Radio
Sales & Repairs and 

2-Way Radios

Experience 
Local & Helpful 

Customer 
Service

EMPIRE
Rural Mobile Broadband
No commitment, no credit check, no contract.
100-500 GB/month available
Prices are $109-$145/month.  Activation fees may apply.

Get TV that travels with you. Made for RVs, tailgating and 
adventuring, all with pay-as-you-go convenience.

Fast and easy Setup: No Wi-Fi required. Get live TV in minutes without the buffering.

Pay-As-You-Go Programming: Only pay for the months you use. No credit checks or
contracts required.

HD Advantage: Watch live TV and sports in crystal clear HD, even outdoors.

Already a DISH Customer?: Add DISH Outdoors for only $7 more a month.

Ask us about our DISH Tailgater Packages!

OVERHEAD
DOOR CO.
1-800-255-7750

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL

GARAGE DOORS 
& OPENERS

SALES • SERVICE

TRADE MARK

SINCE   1921the original

Home improvement projects tend to be costly. Because of the considerable 
financial investment homeowners must make when improving their homes, 
it’s important to find a contractor you can trust and feel comfortable with.
The vast majority of professional contractors are trustworthy and willing to 
work with homeowners to help them design the homes of their dreams. But 

there are still some tips 
homeowners can keep in mind as 
they begin their search for a 
contractor.
• Work only with licensed 
contractors. Licensed contractors 
have been verified as legitimate by 
your local governing body, 
removing much of the fears 
homeowners have with regard to 

finding trustworthy contractors. Unlicensed contractors may not be insured 
or bonded, and their estimates may be lower than their licensed competitors’ 
because they do not contribute to unemployment. Licensed contractors often 
are subjected to criminal background checks as well, calming homeowners’ 
fears about inviting strangers into their homes.
• Ask for recommendations. Word-of-mouth is great when looking for 
contractors. Oftentimes, a contractor’s best friends are his past clients. Ask 
friends or neighbors for recommendations on local contractors, inquiring 
about prices as well as each particular contractor’s demeanor and openness 
to suggestions. Contact your local Office of Consumer Affairs to check each 
contractor’s complaint history.
• Get written estimates. Before hiring a particular firm, get written estimates 

Tips to finding 
the right 
contractor

from several contractors. Some contractors will charge fees for the estimate, 
but they must inform you of those fees before the estimates are provided. 
Compare estimates so you can get a better grasp of how much your project 
will cost. While cost is important, try to avoid choosing a contractor based 
on cost alone, as a good rapport with a contractor who may be more 
expensive might make spending a little more money worth it.
• Make sure the contract is specific. When you choose a contractor, make 
sure the contract he or she provides is very specific, going into great detail 
about the specifics of the project. This contract should spell out the materials 
and equipment that will be used, as well as the final cost of the project, the 
payment schedules while the project is ongoing and the work schedule.
• Keep track of all paperwork and pay by check. Once you sign the contract, 
create a folder where you can store all paperwork. Scan each document so 
you can store them on your computer as well. When payments must be 
made, never pay in cash. Pay by check and do not pay for the entirety of the 
project upfront, opting instead to pay at predetermined intervals spelled out 
in your contract.
Nerves often come into play when hiring a home contractor, but 
homeowners who take a careful approach to the hiring process will likely 
end up hiring a trustworthy contractor who does great work.  FH158414

Ask friends or neighbors for 
recommendations on local 

contractors, inquiring about 
prices as well as each 

particular contractor’s 
demeanor and openness to 

suggestions.
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ProCut™  S The ProCut S is a three-wheel rider and 
features a simple design for easy operation and 
serviceability.

FABRICATED 10-GAUGE STEEL DECK

ELECTRIC DECK LIFT

INDEPENDENT SUSPENSION

DECK WIDTHS: 61”

ENGINE OPTIONS:
Kawasaki® FS730V
Briggs & Stratton® Commercial Series

STARTING AS LOW AS

$7,299
SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE

Model: 5901279

Subject to credit approval.  Minimum monthly 
payments required.  See dealer for details.

Waterville
962 Route 12
315-841-4181

Canastota
4154 Route 31
315-697-2214

Lowville
8207 Route 26
315-376-0300

WhitesFarmSupply.com

(MS) -- A lot goes on in the kitchen: preparing food, sharing meals, spending 
time with a friend over a cup of coffee, helping children with homework, 
baking for holidays -- and much more. If your kitchen could use an update to 
become an easier-to-use, more pleasant room, Woodcraft has some ideas and 
products to help you get started. “It’s amazing the difference you can make 
with just a few functional and decorative changes to your home’s kitchen 
area. Most of these projects can be completed in a weekend. 

Cabinets
If you are not ready to replace kitchen cabinets, consider changing the color 
and hardware. Since the current trend is for darker cabinets, select an easy-
to-use dark General Finishes Gel Stain, such as the popular java or antique 
walnut. If you choose to remove some doors for an open-shelf look, consider 
using a General Finishes Milk Paint shade for the interior to complement the 
exterior color. 
For easier door opening and closing, choose a Salice Hinge in a darker 
titanium finish that will complement the darker cabinets. Add Hickory 
Hardware Door Knobs or Pulls that come in several styles and finishes. For 
kitchen drawers, upgrade the slides, changing from side mounts to 
undermount slides with Blum Tandem Plus Blumotion Concealed Drawer 
Runners. 

Countertop
For cluttered countertops that are home to too many small appliances and 
other items, consider storing ones used only occasionally elsewhere, perhaps 
in cabinets. 
To protect your valuable kitchen knives and save counter space, follow 
Woodcraft product development manager Ben Bice’s example and build a 
knife block to mount underneath the kitchen cabinet. Bice designed the 
block to hold his high quality ZHEN knives. See Woodcraft Magazine Issue 

Recolor Your 
Kitchen And Make 
It More Efficient

60 (Aug/Sept 14) for Ben’s step-by-step directions to make your own knife 
block -- and knives, if you are interested. 

Furniture
General Finishes Gel and Milk Paint are also good choices to recolor your 
wood furniture in shades that match or complement the new cabinet look. 
Milk Paint offers an opportunity to add a splash of color on a small piece of 
furniture, shelving or a plant stand to brighten the look but not overpower the 
kitchen. 
If your wood cabinets and/or furniture only need a cover-up for nicks, 
scratches and other damage, Touch-Up Pens, Fill Sticks and Burn-in Sticks 
from Touch-Up Solutions may be the answer. They come in 10 colors, 
ranging from light oak to black.

Lighting
Add subtle lighting with Haefele 12-Volt Loox LED Strip Lights in cool or 
warm white. Ideal for background lighting, use under or around cabinets, 
around doorframes, and pretty much anywhere you want. Strips are flexible, 
easy to install and can be cut to size. LED lighting generates very little heat, 
uses less energy, and has a long service life.
For more information about Woodcraft products, contact the store nearest 
you, visit www.woodcraft.com or call (800) 535-4482.  FH149594
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